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Bangladesh’s history of 
recurrent flooding has led 
its residents to favor higher 
ground.  As a result, far 
fewer people live within 
the 5-meter LECZ (11% of 
the population) than the 
10-meter (46%).  The 
percentage within the 10-
meter is quite high by 
global norms. 
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In Vietnam there is a very 
strong affinity between 
population and the coastal 
regions.  As a result there is 
not much difference in the 
percentage of population 
living within the 10-meter 
LECZ (55%) and the 5-
meter LECZ (39%).  As a 
consequence, Vietnam is 
more sensitive to low levels 
of sea-level rise and 
associate coastal hazards 
than countries for whom 
the difference is greater. 
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China has less exposure 
than Vietnam or 
Bangladesh within the 10-
meter LECZ as a 
percentage of its total 
population (11%), but a 
large number of total 
people within the zone – 
144 million.  Because urban 
areas have an affinity for 
coasts, a larger percentage 
(18%) of China’s urban 
residents are within the 10-
meter LECZ.  And because 
coastal areas generate more 
economic activity, the 10-
meter LECZ contains 35% 
of China’s urban GDP. 
 
In Egypt population is 
highly concentrated along 
the Nile basin, whose delta 
is highly exposed to sea-
level rise risk.  A total of 
37% of the country’s 
population lies within the 
10-meter LECZ. 
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Almost all of Djibouti’s 
population lives in the 
capital city, which is largely 
within the 10-meter LECZ.  
As a result, 41% of the 
country’s population is 
within the LECZ. 
 
There are dense population 
centers throughout the 
Netherlands, but because 
so much of the country is 
at low elevations, 74% of 
the population lies within 
the 10-meter LECZ -- the 
5th-highest value in the 
world. 
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